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VICTORIA’S a hub of entertainment and activ-
ity and it can often feel like there’s something 
happening every weekend, and there’s a very 
good reason why, because there always is. 
The first quarter of the month is filled with cel-
ebrations of pride that are going on all around 
the state, from big arts and culture festivals to 
parades and movie screenings.
More than just a party or a show, these cel-
ebrations allow our communities to come to-
gether and shine.

2020 is a big year; with Midsumma Festivals 
most diverse program yet highlighting local 
and international artists, Melbourne Queer Film 
Festival celebrating 30 years, and Melbourne 
2020 the International Gay and Lesbian Aquat-
ics Championships giving our inclusive sport-
ing teams the chance to show the world what 
they can do.
Our regional pride celebrations continuing to 
grow, we’ve compiled an extensive festival 
guide to plan your first quarter of the year.

WELCOME to Star Observer’s Festival Guide 
covering LGBTIQ+ celebrations and events in 
Melbourne and regional Victoria. 
Some of you know me as a performer or that 
guy who takes photos, but I also love to cel-
ebrate as part of our diverse and vibrant com-
munities. 
We are lucky to have so many diverse oppor-
tunities to do so all year round, so here’s some 
handy tips to help you get the most out this 
guide and your pride:

  It’s never too early to purchase your tickets, 
(MQFF passes are already on sale).
  It’s not all about Melbourne! Regional spaces 
have so much happening, instead of going up 
for a day why not book weekend accommoda-
tion instead.
  Don’t forget there’s a whole week of queer 
arts and culture to dive into after Midsumma 
Pride March.
Stop saying ‘I should go to that’ and make this 
the year you actually do!

Rob�t Ev�e�

CONTENTS
06

23

16

28

20

42

MIDSUMMA

MELBOURNE COMMUNITY EXTRAS

MELBOURNE QUEER FILM FESTIVAL

SPORTS

ST KILDA FEST

REGIONAL VICTORIA

Australia’s premier LGBTQIA+ 
cultural festival

Featuring community 
themed events

The biggest and oldest queer 
film festival in the country

LGBTQIA+ sports events

Australia’s largest free 
music festival

Daylesford, Geelong 
& Bendigo festivals

PUBLISHER - Lawrence Gibbons
EDITOR - Dean Arcuri
DESIGNER - Robert Everett
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS - Dean Arcuri
DIRECTOR OF CONTENT & 
ADVERTISING - Aaron Little (0402 046 340)
ADVERTISING- Aaron Little & Tim Bouzat
ACCOUNTS - Wayne Nelson
DIGITAL COORDINATOR - Max Staerk

Independently audited by Audited 
Media Assocation of Australia.

star observer fg  2019, published and distributed free. 
ABN 41 634 037 175. 

| Email: mail@starobserver.com.au 

| Website: www.starobserver.com.au 

| Postal address: PO Box 843 Broadway,  2007.
Reproduction in whole or part is not permitted without written permission of the editor. Receipt 
of manuscripts will be taken as permission to print unless the contrary is specifically indicated. 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the publisher. No responsibility 
is accepted by the publisher for the accuracy of information contained in any part of the text or 
advertisement in this publication. Advertisers are responsible for advertising copy by virtue of the 
Trade Practices Act. Printed on paper sourced from legal and fully sustainable diverse forests that 
are independently certified and is fully recyclable. Supplier accredited with IS0 14001, PEFC, 
FSC and EMAS certification.

© 2019 Star Observer • ISSN 1837-090X •

WELCOME


