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A NEW single by British pop super-
star George Michael has been re-
leased nearly three years after the 
singer’s death at the age of 53.

This Is How (We Want You To Get High) 
is available now to buy and stream, after 
first premiering on The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show in the UK.

Work on the track, the first posthumous 
release by the late music icon, started in 
2012. It was subsequently developed and 
recorded at Air Studios in London, before 
the finishing touches were added in late 
2015 during George’s final recording ses-
sions.

The song’s release ties in with the 
new festive film Last Christmas, a ro-
mantic comedy released through from 
Universal Pictures.

Co-scripted by Academy Award win-
ner Emma Thompson, who stars in Last 
Christmas alongside Emilia Clarke (Game 
of Thrones) and Henry Golding (Crazy Rich 
Asians), the film was inspired by the epony-
mous Wham! hit and has been described 
by its director Paul Feig (Bridesmaids, Mad 
Men) as “a love letter to George”.

The film’s soundtrack—also available 
now—includes This Is How (We Want You 
To Get High), eleven classic George Mi-
chael tracks and three Wham! songs.

Initial reaction to the new single has gen-
erally been positive.

On the Popjustice music forums, a focal 
point for online pop music discussion since 
the year 2000, most George Michael fans 

hailed the song's upbeat dance sound.
“I love it! Nice to hear some up-tempo 

music from him. His later releases were so 
down-tempo. So sad he never finished his 
last album,” one forum member wrote.

“So good to hear his voice on something 
new, [there's] no one like George,” com-
mented another.

Another said: “It's actually pretty decent 
and quite a grower … it's wonderful just to 
hear his voice again.”

The single is now available to buy or 
stream via Apple Music, iTunes, Spotify and 
YouTube, where an official lyric video can 
also be viewed. 

The openly-gay George Michael, who 
passed away on Christmas Day 2016, has 
sold over 115 million records worldwide 
(not including Wham! units) making him 
one of the most popular recording artists 
of all time.

The singer had strong connections with 
Australia and purchased a home at Syd-
ney's Palm Beach in 2010, the same year 
he performed at the Sydney Gay and Les-
bian Mardi Gras.

He staged several concert tours of the 
country and in 1988, filmed the music 
video to his US Billboard #1 single One 
More Try at the iconic Carrington Hotel in 
Katoomba, NSW.

At the time of his death, the superstar 
had an Australian boyfriend, Brisbane-born 
Fadi Fawaz, who is currently in dispute with 
the singer's family over his will.

THE Star Observer wishes to en-
dorse John Waters’ candidacy for 
the 2020 American elections. 

Granted that may not have much 
political clout but we’re trying. You see, un-
less something drastic happens, in all likeli-
hood, the other guy—the “Chosen One”, the 
Grand Wizard of Mar-a-Lago—will win. You 
know it, I know it. John Waters knows it.

He said as much during his excellent Make 
Trouble talk, in front of a (mostly) adoring au-
dience at the Sydney Opera House. 

Hilariously, refreshingly offensive as you’d 
expect, Waters gave a fair chunk of his 90 
minute-performance to riffs on 21st Centu-
ry US politics, activism and you-know-who. 

From the outset, in fact, the current Presi-
dent wasn’t, uh, far from his lips (we were even 
asked, “Can you imagine blowing him?”). 

And then the Pope of Trash said perhaps 
he, John Waters, should be President. It 
was a neat gag to rouse the faithful at the 
beginning of a performance that was part 
career retrospective, part standup. Let’s 
see how literally we can take him. 

For a start, as Waters pointed out, he 
is highly qualified to make a good run for 
leader of the free world: being old, white 
and weird. Box ticked. 

We’ll concede he didn’t really mean it—
but then, of course, Trump didn’t really 
mean to become President either. 

In Donnie’s case, the people opted for a 
trash insult comedian. But without being 
snobby about it—it’s pretty low-brow trash. 
It’s kinda, well, trashy. 

But John Waters delivers trash with class. 
He understands the goodness in trash, that 
shit is not necessarily a pejorative term. He 
has that great affinity for the elements of 
human experience pushed to the fringes—
the messy, often funny, sometimes mon-
strous, business of being. 

Throughout Make Trouble, he delivered 
style by the steaming shovel-full—and by 
style we’re talking humanity, eloquence 
and, yeah, the iconic moustache.

And if it veered into dangerous territory—
prodding certain sensitivities of PC culture 
until it appeared a few folk actively upped 
and left (or went to the bathroom together 
for the rest of the show)—it was done with 
empathy. As Waters said, “I’m PC … that 
might give pause.” 

By way of example, he spoke of directing 
a scene in 1972’s Pink Flamingos where 
trans actress Elizabeth Williams responds 
to a (male) harasser by flashing her breasts 
and penis. Williams, as recalled by Waters, 
was determined to film the sequence be-
cause it meant she “owned the joke”. 

The problem, right now—as Water point-
ed out—is that with Trump in charge, it’s 
the Republicans that have co-opted said 
jokes. And these pale-faced jocks, in case 
you hadn’t noticed, often punch in a down-
ward direction. 

How to return the power of outrage to those 
who need it most? Perhaps with Waters in 
charge. He’d be a reluctant President—but 
who wants some maniac who’s keen for the 
job? He’s got the combative spirit too, chal-
lenging the faithful during Make Trouble, both 
directly and implicitly, to re-politicise the trou-
ble-maker at the fringes.

What’s more, he has, helpfully, snuck into 
the establishment—maybe letting the rest 
of us back in too. I mean, he was perform-
ing at the Opera House, for fuck’s sake. This 
isåa place that’s so establishment—with its 
concrete slabs and wood panelling—that it 
doesn’t care that it’s trashy. And yet, there 
we all sat, John Waters’ freakish fans, feel-
ing entirely welcome to laugh at dirty jokes 
for an hour and a half. 

Waters for Prez!

Cult film director John Waters recently 
toured Australia with his Make Trouble 

Tour. Star Observer contributor Richie 
Black caught his 15 October show at the 

Sydney Opera House.

JOHN WATERS: 
MAKE TROUBLE

REVIEW

MUSICLATE POP SUPERSTAR GEORGE 
MICHAEL RETURNS WITH 
NEW SONG

George Michael. Photo: Andrew 
Macpherson/supplied.
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POSITIVE Life NSW has announced 
the appointment of Jane Costello 
as the agency’s new CEO, effective 
from Monday, 11 November.

In announcing her appointment to the role, 
Positive Life NSW president Robert Agati 
said Costello was selected after a thorough 
and competitive board selection process to 
lead the statewide agency after Craig Coo-
per stepped down from the role in June of 
this year.

“Jane is an outstanding choice, bringing a 
wealth of experience over twenty years in ex-
ecutive corporate roles, a strong track record 
of ten years in the HIV community sector, as 
well as her personal experience and sensitiv-
ity to contemporary issues faced by people 
living with HIV,” Agati said.

“The directors join with me in congratu-

lating Jane on her appointment as the first 
woman living with HIV to hold the Positive 
Life NSW CEO role,” Positive Life NSW vice-
president Stephen Lunny said.

“We are fortunate to benefit from her dem-
onstrated ability to gain consensus, provide 
strategic leadership, along with her formida-
ble engagement to benefit PLHIV in NSW.”

Costello said: “I am incredibly excited and 
honoured to accept this role at Positive Life.

“Particularly for the opportunity to repre-
sent and advocate on behalf of and in the 
best interests of all people living with HIV 
across NSW.

“I am passionate to advance the interests 
of people living with HIV and advocate for 
change in public health and social policy, to 
meet the emerging needs and uphold the 
human rights and dignity of all people living 

with and affected by HIV in NSW.”
Aaron Cogle, Executive Director of the 

National Association for People living with 
HIV Australia (NAPWHA) welcomed Costel-
lo’s appointment as Positive Life CEO.

“Jane’s strong strategic track record in the 
HIV sector over the years gives all of us in 
the sector, as well as people living with HIV, 
security in the knowledge that the agency 
will effectively respond to any upcoming 
evolutions of the NSW HIV strategies,” Co-
gle said.

“NAPWHA is excited to see the continu-
ing representation of people living with HIV 
at the forefront of NSW’s only peer-based 
HIV agency.”

Costello takes over the role from Craig 
Cooper, who led Positive Life from 2014 to 
2019.

Positive Life NSW is holding a meet and 
greet event for Costello on Friday, 15 No-
vember between 4.30pm and 6.30pm at 
the Common Pavilion, Camperdown Com-
mons at 31a Mallett Street, Camperdown.

THE 2019 ACON Red Ribbon Appeal 
has begun and will run until World 
AIDS Day on 1 December 1.

People can help support the cam-
paign in numerous ways such as taking part 
in Red Friday on November 29.

Held on the last Friday of November, Red 
Friday is a red-themed charity event, which 
people can hold at work or in their communi-
ties to raise funds and awareness for World 
AIDS Day.

It could be a morning tea, a BBQ, a trivia 
night or a party – it’s up to you. Register your 
event online with ACON to get a host kit, 
which contains everything you need for an 
amazing Red Friday.

ACON is also calling for volunteers to sell red 
ribbons on the street or at their workplace.

Join hundreds of volunteers in the Red Rib-
bon Street Appeal on Friday, 29 November 
29; Saturday, 20 November; and on World 
AIDS Day itself, Sunday, 1 December.

ACON can provide you with red ribbon 
merchandise or you can purchase merchan-
dise packs and distribute ribbons to col-
leagues.

You can also donate online to the Red Rib-
bon Appeal.

ACON CEO Nicolas Parkhill said the need 
to remain focused on HIV prevention and 
support was as important as ever.

“NSW has been experiencing the lowest 
rates of new HIV transmissions since the epi-
demic began and it’s vital that we maintain 
momentum,” Parkhill said.

“We now have the tools to continue to sig-
nificantly reduce new HIV transmissions. But 
we need you to help us continue our work in 
preventing transmission, eradicating stigma, 
and supporting people living with HIV.

“We’re asking people to join us and help 
make HIV history by getting involved in the 
Red Ribbon Appeal, which is our most im-
portant fundraising activity of the year.

“Every dollar raised helps fund our work in 
delivering community-based initiatives that 
prevent new HIV transmissions, tackle HIV 
stigma and support people living with HIV.”

For more information go to www.redrib-
bonappeal.org.au.

SYDNEY’S trans and gender diverse 
communities will commemorate 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
on Wednesday, November 20, 

through a range of events this year.
2019 is the twentieth anniversary of the 

first Transgender Day of Remembrance, 
which began in the USA on November 20 in 
1999 to honour the memory of Rita Hester, a 
transgender woman of colour who was killed 
in Boston in 1998.

Her murder, and the lack of media outrage 
around her death, inspired a candlelight vigil 
in San Francisco the following year, and two 
decades later her killer has still not been 
brought to justice.

In the years that have followed, the event 
has spread around the world and is now 
commemorated in over twenty countries.

The Gender Centre will commemorate 
Transgender Day of Remembrance this year 
with an event in Harmony Park, Surry Hills 
from 6.30pm on 20 November. 

The Gender Centre is calling on the com-
munity to come together to commemorate 
this anniversary and those who have suf-
fered violence as a result of transphobia. The 
event will feature keynote speakers, enter-
tainment and a candlelight vigil at dusk.

Light refreshments will be provided and all 
are welcome to attend the free event.

The Gender Centre event is held in asso-
ciation with the City of Sydney, the Inner City 
Legal Centre, ACON and the NSW Police 
Corporate Sponsor LGBTI.

Trans Pride Australia is also holding an 
event to mark the day in Darlinghurst’s Green 
Park from 6.30pm. Hear from community 
leaders, elders and future trans advocates 
and enjoy music by the TPA Community 
Choir while lighting a candle in memory of 
lives lost.

Organisers say to bring love and a blanket 
to sit on.

A third event is being held on the same 
evening in the square outside Newtown’s 
The Hub building by activist group Trans 
Action Warrang, for people who want to 
commemorate Transgender Day of Remem-
brance without the involvement of police, 
and will run from 6pm to 8pm.

Organisers have asked people to bring 
LED candles for a candlelight vigil at the con-
clusion of the event.

Event pages for all three gatherings 
can be found on Facebook.

NEWS NSW

 Think you have Gonorrhoea?
 

Gonorrhoea can cause serious health problems. A trial of a  
potential new gonorrhoea treatment may be an option for you.

You may qualify if you are over 18 and have a suspected gonorrhoea infection. 

Study visits and medication are free of charge. 
Reimbursement for travel is available.

 
For more information please contact Holdsworth House Research 

on (02) 8038 1044 or email research@holdsworthhouse.com.au
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